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Index Numbers of Building Materials Prices.—Price movements of materials
entering into building construction are currently measured by two special-purpose series:
price index numbers of residential building materials and price index numbers of non-
residential building materials, for which the base years are 1935-39 and 1949, respectively.
Details of weighting and construction and historical series may be found in the special
bulletins prepared at the time the indexes were first published.* More recently the com-
posite indexes have been calculated on an annual basis back to 1913; current indexes are
published monthly in DBS Bulletin Prices and Price Indexes (Catalogue No. 62-002).

The indexes of prices of building materials fluctuated in a narrow range over the year
1961 to close at slightly lower levels. The residential building materials price index
(1935-39=100) at 292.4 in December 1961 was down from 293.8 a year earlier. The non-
residential building materials price index (1949 =100) in the same period moved down from
132.3 to 131.2.

* Price Index Numbers of Residentiol Building Materials, 1926-48 (Catalogue No. 62-505) and Price Index Numbers
of Non-tesidential Building Materials, 1935-52 (Catalogue No. 62 -506). ~Revised item list and weighting for the
electrical component of the residential building materials index, effective July 1960, is available on request.

2.—Annual Price Index Numbers of Residential Building Materials 1952-61, and
Monthly Indexes 1960 to Mid-1962
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For footnote, see end of table, p. 926.



